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Lights - Camera - Read!


There are many movies available today that are adaptations of the written word.  Simply put: The book came first!  These films are oriented for youngsters through adult viewers.  Some are traditional stories interpreted through animation (such as anything Disney!) to high-action adventure, mystery, or romance based on novels.  These films can be of great advantage in the schools both from an educational standpoint to support curriculum, and/or to send a strong moral lesson by witnessing the situations of others.


When deciding to view a film in a school setting, it is very important for the educator or teacher-librarian to make professional choices.  Background knowledge of the film is of the utmost importance.  It is suggested that the educator be prepared for all types of reactions from parents.  The book on which the film is based should be familiar to the educator, and most certainly, the movie itself previewed.  The educator should ask if the movie supports the content of the book, or is it too "Hollywood-ized"?  When previewing the movie, the teacher should look very conservatively at messages conveyed through language, sexuality, and moralization.  Is the same film available in an edited format if the message is strong, but thereby limiting "questionable material"?  The fact is that we live in a world of extremes.  One person's opinion can differ greatly from another.  Bottom line is: Is the movie you wish to view age-appropriate and content-appropriate for viewing in the school setting with the selected audience?  And, can you defend its validity when potentially challenged?  It is suggested that a letter or other informational newsletter be sent home prior to viewing. Some argue this is, in fact, opening the proverbial "can of worms" by giving naysayers a heads-up to protest.  One can view from both sides of the coin, but if, as stated before, the material chosen is appropriate and credible, there should be little to no dispute.  Also, it is good public relations to let parents and guardians know that we, as educators, value their opinion and beliefs.  After all, we have their children in our classes for only brief time, they will have their children forever…

Continued…


Ted Hughes' The Iron Man was beautifully adapted into an animated film produced by Pete Townshend called "The Iron Giant."  Categorized as a fantasy/action, this eighty-seven minute film is rated PG for language.  Hogarth Hughes, child of a single mother in the 1950's, befriends an oversized robot that has fallen from outerspace.  With only the intention to encourage peace, this misunderstood machine is the center of controversy.  Voices of Jennifer Aniston and Harry Connick, Jr. enhance this 1999 video available for rental or purchase.  This movie could be used in the classroom as a brief introduction to the Cold War experienced in the 1950's.  This is an overlying theme in the film and could be expanded upon with a non-fiction unit detailing this time in our American history.


Based on Rodman Philbrick's Freak, The Mighty, "The Mighty" is a one-hundred and one minute journey into the lives of Max and "Freak".  Rated PG for language and violence, this film highlights the brief friendship formed between two social outcasts, how they got that way, and how they overcame it.  Joined on their journey by the occasional knight from the Round Table, this movie places bullies young and old into the negative light they create for themselves.  Starring Sharon Stone, Kieran Culkin, and Gillian Anderson, this 1999 film is available for rental or purchase.  As a perfect lead into a bully unit, "The Mighty" could either preview or culminate a themed collection of bully stories including the original story and its sequel, Max, the Mighty.  This is a hot topic in today's school with recent school violence issues spawning discussion.


And they lived happily "Ever After"…  Who among us isn't familiar with the traditional Cinderella stories as recorded by the Brother's Grimm and adapted (twice!) by Disney?  In this PG film, actress Drew Barrymore is Danielle, the Cinder Girl.  This film offers one-hundred minutes of unpredictable twists to what you may have thought was a predictably familiar tale.  Starring Anjelica Houston and Dougray Scott, this 1998 film is available for rental or purchase.  Possiblities are endless with a film such as this when considering use in the classroom.  A perfect tie-in would include literature circles utilizing various version of Cinderella tales (ie: The Rough-Face Girl and Yen Shei.)
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Additional suggestions for young adults (grade six and up) with which to exercise personal judgement…  Certainly not suggestions for all ages, but adaptable to many themes and curriculums.  All selections should be previewed for the particular audience and particular need.

"A Christmas Carol" (1999 - NR) based on A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens.

"Cider House Rules" (2000 - PG13) based on Cider House Rules by John Irving.

"A Civil Action" (1998 - PG13) based on A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr.

"A Clear and Present Danger" (1994 - PG13) based on A Clear and Present Danger 


by Tom Clancy.

"The Client" (1994 - PG13) based on The Client by John Grisham.

"The Color Purple" (1985 - PG13) based on The Color Purple by Alice Walker.

"Contact" (1997 - PG) based on Contact by Carl Sagan.

"Emma" (1996 - NR) based on Emma by Jane Austen.

"Fried Green Tomatoes" (1991 - PG13) based on Fried Green Tomatoes at the 


Whistle Stop Café by Fannie Flagg.

"Great Expectations" (1998 - R) based on Great Expectations by Charles Dickens.

"Hamlet" (2000 - NR) based on the play "Hamlet" by William Shakespeare.

"Harriet the Spy" (1996 - PG) based on Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh. 

"The Haunting" (1999 - PG13) based on The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley 


Jackson.

"Homeward Bound" (1993 - G) based on The Incredible Journey by Sheila Burnford.

"The House of Dies Drear" (1988 - NR) based on The House of Dies Drear by 


Virginia Hamilton.
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"The Hunt for Red October" (1990 - PG) based on The Hunt for Red October by 


Tom Clancy.

"Interview with the Vampire" (1994 - R) based on Interview with the Vampire by 


Anne Rice.

"In Love and War" (1996 - PG13) based on Hemingway In Love and War by Agnes 


Von Kurowsky.

"James and the Giant Peach" (1996 - PG) based on James and the Giant Peach by 


Roald Dahl.

"Jumanji" (1995 - PG) based on Jumanji by Chris Van Allsburg.

"Jurassic Park" (1993 - PG13) based on Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton.

"Little Women" (1994 - PG) based on Little Women by Louisa May Alcott.

"A Midsummer Night's Dream" (1999 - PG13) based on the play "A Midsummer 


Night's Dream" by William Shakespeare.  

"Much Ado About Nothing" (1993 - PG13) based on the play "Much Ado About 


Nothing" by William Shakespeare.  

"Mystery Men" (2000 - PG13) based on the line of  Dark Horse Comics.

"October Sky" (1999 - PG) based on Rocket Boy: aka October Sky by Homer H. 


Hickman, Jr.

"Of Mice and Men" (1992 - PG13) based on Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck.

"Pretty in Pink" (1986 - PG13) based on Pretty in Pink by A.B. Gilmour.

"Pride and Prejudice" (1996 - NR) based on Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen.

"The Princess Bride" (1987 - PG) based on The Princess Bride by S. Morgenstern.

"The Rainmaker" (1997 - PG13) based on The Rainmaker by John Grisham.

"The Rocketeer"  (1999 - PG) based on The Rocketeer by Dave Stevens.
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"The Secret Garden" (1993 - G) based on The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgson 


Burnett.

"Shiloh" (1996 - PG) based on Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.

"Shiloh 2: Shiloh Season" (1999 - PG) based on Shiloh Season by Phyllis Reynolds 


Naylor.

"Sleepy Hollow" (1999 - R) based on The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington 


Irving.  

"Snow Falling on Cedars" (2000 - PG13) based on Snow Falling on Cedars by David 


Guterson.

"Sphere" (1998 - PG13) based on Sphere by Michael Crichton.

"Tom and Huck" (1995 - PG) based on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 


Mark Twain.

"Where the Heart Is" (2000 - PG13) based on Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts.

"William Shakespeare's: Romeo and Juliet" (1996 - PG13) based on the play "Romeo 


and Juliet" by William Shakespeare.  

"Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory" (1971 - G) based on Charlie and the 


Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

"The Wizard of Oz" (1939 - G) based on The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank 


Baum.

"Wuthering Heights" (1992 - PG) based on Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte.
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